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As a health-based profession, veterinary graduates benefit from an automatic recognition of their qualifications, based on 
harmonised minimum training requirements within the EU Professional Qualifications Directive. This directive assumes an 
equivalent level of training throughout the EU. However, EAEVE evaluations show that this assumption is not congruent with reality 
and several veterinary schools within the EU deliver substandard training programmes that are incompatible with the EU Directive.

In addition to national governments requiring highly trained veterinarians and the public seeking skilled veterinary help, vital 
stakeholders in the demand for high quality veterinary education are the students. Where do students fit in?
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The ten standards reflecting ESG policy on student centred learning is the underlying philosophy for our accreditation visitations,
and within the visited Establishments the beliefs and actions concerning QA must demonstrate an active involvement of students.

Students form an integral albeit ephemeral part of accreditation teams. Why ephemeral? With such clinically associated 
and extensive teaching, students need to be recruited from either their final year or in the year immediately after their graduation; 
this is an intensive part of their course and future career; in reality, such individuals can only be recruited for a single visitation.

Students views/concerns are central in the data gathered during visitations. Why? Since students have become a vital part of the 
visitations, we have quickly realised how much more effective they are at gathering the data on student involvement in the programme!

Training of students to take part in accreditation teams can be problematic. Why? For two main reasons: Firstly, we have to 
rely on our on-line training and in-visit training provided by the Coordinators and not a tailor-made training course. Secondly, 
although we recruit students submitted by the International Veterinary Students Association (IVSA), students from most overseas 
Veterinary Schools are not fully appreciative of the QA driven philosophy behind most European veterinary teaching Establishments.

STAKEHOLDERS

EAEVE is the accreditation provider for veterinary schools in the EU and it functions as supranational but 
subject focused agency with aspirations for strong internal QA and accountability towards stakeholders.


